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PROGRESSIVE WORK OF BOTH 
GOD AND MAN THAT MAKES 

CHRISTIANS MORE AND MORE 
FREE FROM SIN AND MORE AND 

MORE LIKE CHRIST IN THEIR 
ACTUAL LIVES

Wayne Grudem
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WHAT WE

MAKE OF THE 

WORLD

Andy Crouch

Crouch













òI think culture is already there and the church will continue 

to be even more irrelevant when it quotes letters from 

2,000 years ago as their best defense, when you have in 

front of you flesh -and-blood people who are your brothers 

and sisters, and aunts and uncles, and co-workers and 

neighbors, and they love each other and just want to go 

through life.ó 

- Rob Bell, author, former mega-church 

pastor



CHALLENGES



DROP IN 
CHURCH 

ATTENDANCE



30
%



35%



23%



BIBLICAL ILLITERACY & 
THEOLOGICAL DEFICIENCY



òWe found very few teens from any religious 

background who are able to articulate well 

their religious beliefs and explain how those 

beliefs connect to the rest of their lives.ó   
- Christian Smith and Melinda Lundquist Denton, Soul Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers 

òThe absolute best thing you can do for a 

Christian teen is help them grow confident 

in the trustworthiness of Scripture.ó
- Mike Nappa, The Jesus Survey 





WILLINGNESS TO REASON
& EVENTUALLY LIVE 
CONTRADICTORILY



62%



52%









PROCLIVITY 
TOWARD 
IMMORAL 

SEXUAL 
ACTIVITY
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PORN

MORE THAN 
NFL, NBA, 

MLB

370 
MILLION 
PAGES

94% 
BEFORE 
AGE 14

INCREASE
S 

INFIDELTI
Y 300%



ANEMIC NUCLEAR FAMILY



37%



FAMILY IS LAYERED, COMPLEX, AND 
MULTIGENERATIONAL AND WORKS 
TOWARD THE COMMON GOAL OF 

BRINGING FORTH BLESSING INTO THE 
WORLD

JOHN MARK COMER



Parent University ς Session one

òFor this reason a man 

shall leave his father and 

his mother, and be 

joined to his wife; and 

they shall become one 

flesh.ó ð Gen 2:24



ACCUMULATION & USE OF TECHNOLOGY





The Gallup World Happiness Report 2019

https://worldhappiness.report/ed/2019/


"I fell asleep a lot quicker than usual 

so was better rested for the day.ò

òI was more focused during 

homework, not preoccupied with 

what may be happening on social 

media.ó

"I was able to enjoy my family and 

friends more.ó





DEVELOPMENTA
L PSYCHOLOGY 

OF TEENS





SOLUTIONS



ENCULTURATION
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òListen, my son, to a fatherõs instructionsó

òMy son, do not forget my teachingó 

òMy son, pay attention to what I sayó

òMy son, keep your father's commandsó

òListen to your father who fathered youó
- Prov 1:8; 4:1, 20; 6:20; 23:22

GODõS PLAN FOR THE FAMILY
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PARENT-CHILD 

RELATIONSHIP

VS

CHILD-PEER 

RELATIONSHIP



òStrong parental authority 

means that parents matter, 

and the parentsõ culture 

matters, more than the same-

age peers and the culture of 

the same-age peers.ó



NO DEVICES  

BEDROOM/DINNER 

TABLE

 

SOC MEDIA-18 YRS OLD

VIDEO GAMES ð 40 

MIN/1 HR



UNSUPERVISED PLAY

 

SMART PHONES-HS

 

SOC MEDIA-16 YRS OLD

PHONE FREE SCHOOLS



COMMUNITY

VS

NETWORK



ACTIVE INVOLVEMENT IN 
CHURCH AND SCHOOL



òI went twice every Sunday. It was morning and then 

our youth group met every Sunday night. All through 

high school I was thereêEvery week.ó ð Participant 2

òYeah. There is never a time where it was like, òOh, we 

just wonõt go today.ó We would just always go.ó 
ð Participant 9

òI went every Sunday morning with my family and 

then every Wednesday night I went to small groups.ó
ð Participant 18



ACTIVE 
INVOLVEMENT IN 

CHURCH AND 
SCHOOL

SEVERE DROP IN CHURCH 
ATTENDANCE

BIBLICAL ILLITERACY AND 
THEOLOGICAL DEFICIENCY



GODLY FRIENDS 
& TEACHERS 

WHO ARE 
INFLUENTIAL



òAs far as Valley specifically, I had friends that actually 

challenged me and for the first time and I wasnõt only 

the challenger.ó ð Participant 18

òMore often than not itõs because one of the teachers 

with a deep commitment for reaching out to that kid 

made an impact on that kid.ó ð Administrator 4



òêthat they see themselves as 

living curriculum.ó 

ð Administrator 3



GODLY FRIENDS & 
TEACHERS WHO ARE 

INFLUENTIAL

WILLINGNESS TO REASON & 
EVENTUALLY LIVE 

CONTRADICTORILY

PROCLIVITY TOWARD 
IMMORAL SEXUAL ACTIVITY

ACCUMULATION & 
USE OF 

TECHNOLOGY
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BIBLICAL ILLITERACY AND THEOLOGICAL DEFICIENCY



GODLY PARENTS WHO LIVE OUT 
THEIR FAITH & ENCOURAGE THEIR 

CHILDREN TO DO THE SAME


