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BIBLICAL ILLITERACY & 
THEOLOGICAL DEFICIENCY



“We found very few teens from any religious 

background who are able to articulate well 

their religious beliefs and explain how those 

beliefs connect to the rest of their lives.”   
- Christian Smith and Melinda Lundquist Denton, Soul Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers 

“The absolute best thing you can do for a 

Christian teen is help them grow confident 

in the trustworthiness of Scripture.”
- Mike Nappa, The Jesus Survey 
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“I believe that humans are inherently good.”

“I firmly believe that people are born good and 

through the trials of life their humanity is tested to 

shape values, morals and overall behavior.”

“I think the evidence shows we're born 

with a mix of both goodness and 

selfishness.”
“I think most people want to do good, but life 

circumstances and mental health can affect their 

choices.”

-GCU Students 2025



“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God.” 
- Romans 3:23, NASB

“Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin 

my mother conceived me.” - Psalm 51:5, NASB

“Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of 

unclean lips…” - Isaiah 6:5a, NASB



HOPE



REASONS STUDENTS 
GROW IN FAITH



ACTIVE INVOLVEMENT IN 
CHURCH AND SCHOOL



“I went twice every Sunday. It was morning and then 

our youth group met every Sunday night. All through 

high school I was there…Every week.” – Participant 2

“Yeah. There is never a time where it was like, “Oh, we 

just won’t go today.” We would just always go.” 
– Participant 9

“I went every Sunday morning with my family and 

then every Wednesday night I went to small groups.”
– Participant 18



OPPORTUNITIES TO 
WORSHIP GOD & SERVE 

OTHERS



GODLY PARENTS WHO LIVE OUT 
THEIR FAITH & ENCOURAGE THEIR 

CHILDREN TO DO THE SAME



ENCULTURATION



Parent University – Session Four

“Listen, my son, to a father’s instructions”

“My son, do not forget my teaching” 

“My son, pay attention to what I say”

“My son, keep your father's commands”

“Listen to your father who fathered you”
- Prov 1:8; 4:1, 20; 6:20; 23:22

GOD’S PLAN FOR THE FAMILY



Parental influence is 

“the single most 

important social 

influence on the 

religious and spiritual 

lives of adolescents.” 
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